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EWHURST CE INFANT SCHOOL                 

The Street, Ewhurst, Surrey, GU6 7PX                                 
                                                                      

Headteacher: Mrs J.A. Dyer

Telephone No: 01483 277291                                                                                                                                                                            

Fax No. 01483 548338

Email: 
info@ewhurst.surrey.sch.uk
Website: 
www.ewhurst.surrey.sch.uk

Dear Parents                                                                              Newsletter 1



            September 14th 2018
Welcome back to the start of a new year at Ewhurst Infant School – our 173rd!  At this time I like to reflect on how many young children have entered our school over the years.  Only this week I met a former pupil who has recently completed his degree, and told me he has many memories of Ewhurst School.  As we welcome new children and families to Apple class, we hope they, and all the other families in the school, will have treasured memories of their three years here.
Holly and Cherry classes have been reviewing the school Golden Rules for friendship and behaviour along with our lunchtime charter, devised by last term’s School Council.
As you will have noticed, the installation of the new trim trail has begun.  The children are fascinated by the work being undertaken, and we anticipate it will be in use by the end of this month.

The Fabulous Nobodies are again performing in aid of the Ewhurst School Governor Fund, this time at Cranleigh Village Hall on Saturday 6th October at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £15.00, and are available from the school office or by emailing governors@ewhurst.surrey.sch.uk.  The Fabulous Nobodies are an amazing band, most being ex-parents of the school!

Staffing for the forthcoming year

Apple Class  Mrs Macey (Class Teacher), Mrs Dennison (all day) 

Holly Class   Mrs West (Class Teacher), Mrs Symonds - (Learning Support Assistant – mornings); Mrs Beavis (Learning Support Assistant – afternoons)
Cherry Class  Mrs Stevenson (Class Teacher), Mrs Martin (Higher level Teaching Assistant - mornings)

Each class teacher is released from class responsibility every Tuesday afternoon for planning, preparation and assessment (PPA).  During this time pupils in Cherry and Holly classes undertake PE activities led by SCL, and English and ICT activities managed by Mrs Martin.  Apple Class continue with the usual afternoon routine with Mrs Prior, our regular supply teacher, who has been part of the teaching team for many years.  Mrs Symonds will assist her.

Explorers After School Club

Explorers after school club cares for children from 4 - 8 years who attend Ewhurst CE Infant School.  The Club uses the Dove Centre, although the children play outside whenever possible and make use of our Jubilee Garden, and offers a wide range of play activities, including games, craft, sport, cooking, dance, construction, IT, gardening and imaginative play.  There are plenty of toys and activities, so please make sure your child doesn’t bring any toys or books from home for Explorers.  A light tea is provided at around 4.30pm.  Children are welcome to use the Club for recreational use as well as when their parents are working.  Sessions run from school finish at 3.00pm until 6.00pm from Monday to Thursday.  Explorers is a school facility, but follows extended day provision best practice from Surrey County Council, with a ratio of children to staff a maximum of 8:1. For more information and session costs please see the website or ask at the office.  

Annual Class Curriculum Information Sessions in the Dove Centre: see attached invitation
At the beginning of each academic year the class teacher shares with parents the class topics and expectations for the year including home learning.  Please complete and return the slip on the invitation. We value the partnership between parents and school tremendously, as we know that when a child engages with daily home reading activities this can raise progress significantly.  Updates on developing a growth mindset will be included. (Quiet siblings may attend). 
Thursday 20th September 2.30pm – CHERRY CLASS

Friday 21st September 9.30am – APPLE CLASS  & 2.30pm – HOLLY CLASS 

PTA AGM: Thursday 20th September  @ 7.30pm in the Dove Centre

This is a wonderful opportunity to become involved in the life of the school, and all are very welcome.  One of our governors will also be attending and providing a brief overview of the role of the governing body, so please do come along if possible.  Refreshments are provided.  Please return the completed slip on the flyer (sent out last week) to the office if you are able to attend.  Thank you.

Language Day at the Duke of Kent School (Cherry Class): Tuesday 25th September 9.30 – 11.30

Cherry Class have been invited by the Duke of Kent School to celebrate Languages Day 2018.  The morning will consist of an introduction followed by Carousel-style workshops in four languages, and the aim is for the children to learn greetings and one or two basic phrases in each of the languages in a fun and dynamic environment.  The children will have the opportunity to practice their French, ordering a pain au chocolate or croissant and a chocolat chaud to enjoy with their new friends.  The Duke of Kent will be transporting the class (and accompanying adults) in their mini-bus.  We will need at least four DBS cleared parents to help.  Please see the attached letter for more information.  

Harvest Festival Assembly: Friday 5th October at 10.00am in the School Hall

Parents (and quiet siblings) are invited to this whole school assembly which will last approximately 40 minutes.   A flyer from the church will be sent out about donations as soon as possible, but we will not be collecting in school.
Book Week: 8th – 12th October

This year’s theme is ‘Rhyme Time’.  More information will be sent out about this week’s activities next week, but please put the following date in your diary now:

Wednesday 10th October  ‘Working Alongside Your Child’

Apple Class: 9.30 – 10.00am, 10.00 – 10.30am, 11.00 – 11.30am and 11.30 – 12.00.
Holly and Cherry Classes: 9.30 – 10.30am or 11.00 – 11.50am

A parent or extended family member is invited to be in the classroom with his or her child(ren) to participate in a literacy activity.  Separate sessions need to be booked for siblings.  The children greatly enjoy and benefit from this session.  NO SIBLINGS ALLOWED OTHER THAN BABES IN ARMS.

Parent Consultation evenings
Wednesday 7th November from 3.15 until 5.15pm and Thursday 8th November from 4.00 – 7.00pm 
Booking forms will be available in the library from Tuesday 30th October.
Behaviour and Anti-bullying Policy 2018-19
This policy is sent home at the beginning of each year for parents to consider using some of the school strategies at home.

School Council

School Council members have been elected from Holly and Cherry classes; Apple class will be joining after half term.

Holly –   Lara and Reef    Cherry – Isla, Janey, Aedan, Sebastian
Forest Schools
Holly and Cherry classes will continue with their Forest Schools activities this term, with Cherry class going to Sayers Croft, and Holly having their sessions in the Jubilee Garden, led by an instructor from Sayers Croft.  Apple Class will undertake their Forest Schools activities in our Jubilee Garden.  The cost per pupil Cherry class is £15.00 for the term. Please make sure the children have their Forest Schools clothes with them on the correct dates.   Apple class sessions will not be on one particular day, so please make sure your child has their outdoor clothes with them in school every day.  
Please note – due to the replacement of the trim trail, the Jubilee Garden will still be in use by the builders next week, so Holly class’s first session has been postponed.  We will confirm a new date as soon as possible.
	Holly
	
	October 18th
	November 15th
	November 29th 

	Cherry
	October 11th
	November 1st
	November 22nd
	December 6th


Starting school in September 2019 

You can apply online for admission to infant and primary schools between 29th October 2018 and 15th January 2019, and we will be holding tours for prospective parents.  All tour dates are on the home page of the website, and a late afternoon tour has been added this year – Monday 1st October at 5.00pm. Please telephone the school office to book a place, and please pass the information on to friends.  Places are limited on each tour, and only parents who have booked a place can attend.  It is also very helpful for parents of siblings who will be starting in September 2019 to complete one of our school registration form which are available from the office.  We always ask new parents to complete these forms to aid our future planning. 
St Peter and St Paul Rectory Fete: Saturday 15th September from 12.00 – 4.00pm

Flyers have been sent out about the Fete.  It is held in the ground of the church and in the Rectory garden, and admission is free.

Data Collection Sheets (attached) – Statutory Requirement

We are required by law to send home your child’s Data Collection Sheets at the beginning of each year for you to check, make any amendments to contact details etc, and return to the office.  All sheets must returned this term by 24th September, even if there are no changes.  Safeguarding practice requires us to have at least two emergency contact numbers, so please check carefully. Up to date phone numbers and email addresses are essential.  Many thanks for your cooperation.  

Celebration Assembly Certificates
Each week four children from each class are given a certificate in celebration of an achievement relating to a specific theme.  The class teacher uses her professional judgement when selecting a child to receive a certificate in assembly – however she takes great care to treat all members of the class equally when receiving these treasured awards.
Star of the Week – this certificate is awarded to one child from each class.  This year this certificate is being given to a child who has shown particular effort during the week on the chosen theme, using the value of perseverance.
Headteacher Award – certificates are presented to three children in each class weekly on the chosen theme.

Please note – it can take a long time to receive a Star of the Week award, as every child in the class will receive one, so a child may only receive it once in an academic year.  The Celebration board is in the hall.
Certificates awarded out of school

If your child receives a certificate, medal or trophy for an out of school activity, such as swimming, football or dancing, these can be awarded at Celebration Assembly on Friday.  I do not give out certificates for ‘party’ events.  I like to encourage the child to tell me what they needed to do to achieve the certificate, thus providing a conversation in which the child and the rest of the school acknowledge the effort and improvement required.
Trainers

Holly and Cherry classes require trainers in school on Tuesdays please, for SCL activities during PPA time.

Tissue Request
At this time of year we are using so many tissues – it would be incredibly helpful if families were able to donate a box or two at the school office as our stocks are very low.  Many thanks.
I am looking forward to an exciting and fulfilling year ahead.

With best wishes

Yours sincerely

Jane Dyer


Headteacher
School Routines Reminders – September 2018
Breakfast Club

Breakfast club is available from Monday to Friday, with SCL providing an excellent environment for the children to start their school day. It runs from 8.00 to 8.50am.  As well as a range of cereals, toast and fresh fruit on offer, your child will also take part in an exciting activity each morning.  These activities will include team games, arts and craft, board games and challenges.

The club is held in the hall, with entry through our side gate.  All children are signed, and handed over to the member of staff on duty in the playground at 8.45am.  The SCL tutor is childcare/sports coaching/first aid qualified, DBS checked and fully insured and Child Protection trained.  A staff photo board is on display in the library.
Booking is done online via the SCL website www.wearescl.co.uk.  The cost is £5.00 per session, which can be paid by cash or cheque, made payable online to SCL .  

Playground rules at drop off and pick up

Please make sure that no scooters and bikes are ridden in the playground, but walked quickly and safely to the wall next to the library door.  Also no ball games at these times, please.  This also applies to younger siblings.  Thank you.

Unless it is absolutely necessary, please do not go into the school building before the bell rings at 8.53am.  The children must keep their school bags with them until they are taken in by the class teacher.  Children become independent in developing organisational skills at an early age.
Club pick ups

We ask that parents use the main school entrance for collection.  The Club leader will be there to hand the children over safely.

School Gate

The gate needs to be shut immediately after morning drop-off.  If you are the last to leave the playground please ensure it is shut for safety reasons.  We would be grateful if you could make sure that you leave the playground promptly.  It is also shut at 3.10pm for Explorers.  Thank you.

School Car Park

Parents may not use the staff car park AT ANY TIME unless they are: are heavily pregnant, with new baby (up to 3 months), disabled or are dropping off children for Breakfast Club or picking up children attending Explorers or after school clubs.  Thank you for your consideration and for respecting this request.  Please also show extreme consideration when parking in the village for drop off and pick up.
School Absence

National legislation regarding term-time absence was introduced in September 2014.  As headteacher I can only authorise any absence in exceptional circumstances.  Please check the school website for further details.    Term time holidays do impact on pupil progress, even at a young age.
Absence due to illness
It is essential that if your child is unwell you follow school procedure and contact the school office from 8.30am with details of your child’s illness.  In accordance with recommended guidelines, we request that children who have sickness and/or diarrhoea are kept off school for a minimum of 48 hours after the last occurence.  This also includes not being in the playground at drop off and pick up if possible. Thank you.

Administration of medicine

The office staff are able to administer prescribed medicine, after parents have given their consent by filling in the appropriate forms.  No child will be given medication without the written consent from the parents.  Non-prescribed medicines 

will not be administered by school staff EXCEPT when it would be detrimental to the child’s health if it were not administered during the school day. This would mainly be paracetamol or hayfever medicine which can be given in the appropriate dose, with written instructions from the parents, to relieve certain conditions, such as toothache, earache, itchy eyes etc.  (A child/young person under 16 should only be given aspirin or medicines containing ibuprofen if prescribed).  Medicines must always be provided in the original container as dispensed by a pharmacist and have a medicines label, and the parent must provide the appropriate dispensing  equipment eg. medicine spoon, syringe, measuring cup.  

Headbump leaflet

If your child has bumped their head in school we are required by Surrey County Council to send home one of their leaflets, entitled Head Injury in Children and Young People, to bring the bump to your attention.  We will email you to let you know that the leaflet is in your child’s bookbag, and you are required to reply to confirm that you have seen it.   All our staff are trained First Aiders, with some also having additional Paediatric First Aid, so are able to assess and treat head bumps at school.  
School website

Please remember to use the school website for information and reminders, such as term dates, class weekly newsheets, PTA information, and news and events.

Drop-Ins 3.05 – 3.30pm
These are a weekly opportunity on a Friday for parents to see their child(ren)’s work and to talk informally to the class teacher.  They will start on Friday 21st September for all classes.  Please let all the class leave before entering the classroom.
Parent helpers and DBS check

We are always delighted to welcome parents in school to help with reading, cooking, art, sewing etc. and we always need parent helpers on our school trips.  Please speak to the class teacher to find out what help is required.  All parents who help in the school are required to complete a Disclosure and Barring Service check which at the moment costs          . Forms are available from the school office for online application.  Please note: parents are unable to accompany the class on a school trip without a current DBS.  If you think your DBS may be due for renewal, please ask at the office.
Library Routine

We actively encourage children to use the school library as often as possible.  They may take 1 book out at any one time.  Each child has a named sheet in the class folder on which to record the chosen book. The book must be ‘signed’ back into the library before another book is chosen.  Apple Class children will choose their first book shortly to begin the process.  It is for parents/carers to change, either before or after school.  There is a wonderful selection of books, which are regularly updated.

Hair and PE kits

Please could you ensure that girls have their hair tied back at all times, and make sure that all children have their PE kit in school on a daily basis.  The class teachers have also requested that all pupils now wearing tights must have a pair of socks in their PE kit, as tights are not permissible in PE sessions. Trainers are also essential for Holly and Cherry classes. Thank you.
Earrings

Children are only allowed to wear stud earrings at school.  In accordance with Surrey County Council guidelines, these MUST be removed for PE.  Please ensure that your child is able to remove and safely store their earrings, or make sure the child does not wear earrings to school on PE days (Please check with your child’s class teacher).

Nuts

We are a nut-free school – no nuts are permitted on the premises at any time. 
Textile recycling

This is an easy and successful way of raising money for the school.  The textile recycling bin is located in the school car park – please see the Parents section of our website for find out what can and can’t be recycled.

Easyfundraising

Easyfundraising is a website where you can help to raise funds for Ewhurst CE Infant School, just by shopping online.  You can shop with over 500 retailers, and the school will receive a free donation of up to 1.5% on every online purchase you make.   So far we have raised over £2600.  For more information and the link go to the Parents section of our website.


Pupil Premium


Although school meals are provided free for children in KS1, it is still be beneficial to you and your child (if you meet the criteria listed below) to apply for the Pupil Premium Entitlement.


Income Support


Income Based Job Seeker’s Allowance (IBJSA)


Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999


Child Tax Credit, provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit. 


The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.


Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 


Universal Credit 


For every child in receipt of this entitlement, the school receives an extra £1320 in funding (Pupil Premium) and this money is used to support your child to access free school trips, Forest Schools, swimming sessions, after-school clubs and theatre visits, and much more.  The application process is quick and is kept strictly confidential.  Please speak to the office if you require further information.











Awards  14.9.18 –  Being a role model for younger children


Star of the Week


Holly		Cherry


Zachary		Henry


Headteacher’s Award


Lara		Edie


Freya		Adam


Ethan		Rosie


(Apple class will begin receiving awards next week)








 (Apple class will begin receiving awards next week)





Autumn Term 2018


September


Tues 18th 		SCL After School Club starts (3.00 – 4.00pm)


Thurs 20th 		Cherry Class Curriculum Information meeting @ 2.30pm


Thurs 20th 		PTA AGM @ 7.30 in the Dove Centre


Fri 21st 			Apple Class Curriculum Information Meeting @ 9.30am


			Holly Class Curriculum Information Meeting @ 2.30pm


Weds 26th 		Open Morning Tours for Admission 2019 @ 9.30 and 11.00am


Thurs 27th		Full Governors Meeting @ 7.30PM


October


Mon 1st 			Open Evening Tour for Admission 2019 @ 5.00pm


Tues 2nd  		Open Morning Tour for Admission 2019 @ 9.30am


Fri 5th 			Harvest Festival Assembly in School Hall @ 10.00am	


Mon 8th – Fri 12th		Book Week – ‘Rhyme Time’ 


Mon 8th 			Holly Class to Painshill Park


Weds 10th 		Parents Working Alongside Your Child (am)


Thurs 11th 		Cherry Class Forest Schools at Sayers Croft 1.00 – 3.00


Fri 12th 			Book Week Dressing Up Day – Rhyme Time theme


Tues 16th  		Individual School Photographs


Thurs 18th 		Holly Class Forest School Session in school 1.00 – 3.00


Mon 22nd to Fri 26th  	Half term


Mon 29th  		Inset Day (no children in school)


November


Thurs 1st    		Open Morning Tour for Admission 2019 @ 9.30am	


Thurs 1st			Cherry Class Forest Schools at Sayers Croft 1.00 – 3.00	


Fri 2nd 			Flu Immunisations in School		


Weds 7th			Parent Consultation Evening 3.15 – 5.15pm


Thurs 8th			Parent Consultation Evening 4.00 – 7.00pm


Tues 13th 		Open Morning Tour for Admission 2019 @ 9.30 and 11.00am


Thurs 15th 		Holly Class Forest School Session in school 1.00 – 3.00


Friday 16th 		Mufti Day – Children in Need


Thurs 15th 		Full Governors Meeting @ 7.30pm


Weds 21st  		Cherry class – Advent Workshop at Guildford Cathedral 


Thurs 22nd 		Cherry Class Forest Schools at Sayers Croft 1.00 – 3.00


Tues 27th 		Open Morning Tour for Admission 2019 @ 9.30am


Thurs 29th 		Holly Class Forest School Session in school 1.00 – 3.00


December


Weds 5th			Apple Nativity Dress Rehearsal 10.00am


			Last French Club


Thurs 6th			Apple Nativity Performance 10.00am


Thurs 6th 		Cherry Class Forest Schools at Sayers Croft 1.00 – 3.00


Sat 8th 			Christmas Fair 2.00 – 4.00pm


Tues 11th		Holly and Cherry Nativity Dress Rehearsal 10.00am


			Last SCL After School Club


Weds 12th 		Holly and Cherry Nativity Performance 10.00am


Thurs 13th		Holly and Cherry Nativity Performance 2.00pm


Fri 14th 			Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day


Mon 17th 		Candlelit Service in Parish Church 5.45pm


Tues 18th  		Christmas Party


Weds 19th 		End of Term Service 9.15am


			End of Term 1.30pm


Inset Days 2019


January 3rd and 4th, May 24th (not June 28th, as previously stated)











